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1st Annual Camp Tecumseh Alumni and Friends Golf Outing 

Sunnybrook Golf Club 

 
398 Stenton Avenue 

Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 

Wednesday, September 23rd, 2009 

Don’t wait! Send your registration forms in today! 

**Attend the dinner at 5pm if you can’t make the Golf!** 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Director’s Message – Summer 2009 Recap 

The summer of 2009, although a bit wet the first couple of weeks, was one of Tecumsehôs very best! Over 170 boys filled our beautiful 

campus with energy and spirit including such famous Tecumseh second and even third generation names like Anderson, Atkins 

(McBride), Buckley, Camp, Dougherty, Garrett, Gillin, Hindle, Jannetta, Keffer, McCloskey, McMullin, Robbins, Ruben (Hamilton), 

Schroder (Mazza), Shoemaker, Smith, Tornetta and Vetterlein. On staff we also had numerous alums and sons of alums including Pete 

Benolielôs grandson, David Lawrence. Tecumseh icons Jim Fraser and Bob Glascott were also there to give us living history! 
 

Highlights included a revival of the canoe trips program under the able leadership of counselors Dave Henry and Josh Bills. Every age 

group canoed out and around our two islands with regularity and learned basic camp and canoeing skills in the process. The revitalized program culminated 

with a four night trip to the upper reaches of Maine involving lake and river canoeing and a portage of over a mile! The 15 and 16 year olds reported it was one 

of the very best things they have ever done at Tecumseh! Adding this program to the already well-established mountain and overnight hikes that Jay Luff is 

famous for create an exciting ñOutdoor Adventure!ò for our boys. 
 

The two other center pieces of Tecumsehôs 106 year old program are its athletic offerings and the Gilbert and Sullivan operetta. The Mikado!, performed so 

ably by a cast of over 50 boys, was the 80
th
 G and S production in Tecumseh history and the 50

th
 anniversary of the Henry Williams Opera House. Mark Luff 

has directed these productions for over thirty summers now and he is assisted by Mark Dougherty, our musical director. There could not be a finer duo in the 

camping world than these two gents who summer after summer produce such entertainment! Mark not only directed the Operetta last summer, he also is 

Assistant Director, primary Program Director and he pent countless hours on our re-accreditation process with the American Camping Association. A tip of the 

cap to Mark for an outstanding summer! 

http://www.camptecumseh.net/
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The athletic program at Tecumseh continues to be the heartbeat of camp. Bill Aronson, in his second year as Director of Tennis was voted top coach by his 

peers last summer. At one point during ñClinicò week when boys can choose their sport for the morning, Bill had over 50 boys signed up for tennis! It was no 

coincidence that our boys swept all five age groups in tennis on Pemi Day. We also had winners in several age divisions in tennis tournaments in New England. 
 

In addition to all of our traditional programs, it is also gratifying to see the return of three sports that were missing when this Director arrived on the scene: 

archery, fencing and riflery. All three are very popular and give balance to scholastic favorites: football, soccer, track and field, basketball, baseball, lacrosse, 

wrestling and all our waterfront offerings. Instruction and coaching remain as strong as ever a Tecumseh!  
 

Did we mention Pemi Day? Tecumseh has now reeled off ten straight Pemi Day victories, culminating this summer with a 12-6-2 record in the twenty events in 

soccer, baseball, tennis and swimming. This wonderful tradition stretches back to 1908 and is believed to be the oldest competition of its kind. A tip of George 

Mungerôs Hat to both camps for a rivalry unmatched in the camping world! 
 

Closing weekend was indeed a highlight of the 09 season. A very moving ceremony on Saturday featured a memorial service for former Tecumseh Boy Pancho 

Mazza who succumbed to brain cancer after a courageous eight year battle. His brothers GP and Giuseppe and his wife, Veronica were joined by former 

Tecumseh friends TJ Carella and Dan Leibowitz as speakers on the Lodge lawn. Tecumseh is proud to carry on Panchoôs name with the Pancho Mazza for 

Tecumseh Fund and the Pancho Mazza Award, both in his honor. The first recipient of the Pancho Mazza Award, given to the camper who has shown the most 

courage, dedication, endurance and understated confidence in overcoming a challenge during his stay at campò, was senior Thomas Crandall. Thomas, one of 

our premiere athletes, attended all seven weeks of camp although he was unable to participate in normal activities because of stress fractures in several of his 

vertebrae. Thomas wore a back brace through the summer and ended up completing the Mini-Marathon! Pancho would be proud of Thomas! (pics below) 
 

Closing ceremonies on Sunday featured all our award winners including Tecumseh Boy honorees in all three age divisions: Leonard Buckner, Senior; Jack 

Keffer, Intermediate and Massi Bucci, Junior. The final edition of campôs journalistic masterpiece, The Sunbeam, provided entertainment for campers and 

parents alike on the ride home and lists all our award winners for the summer. 
 

The weekend ended with a strong commitment by the Tecumseh Board of Trustees to renovate Grant Field and Stanley Field and to cover our roller rink and 

make it an indoor multi-use Athletic Center! Hopefully these major projects, plus other renovations to Tecumsehôs great facilities, will be completed in time for 

the 2010 season! Is there any wonder that our campers constantly refer to Tecumseh as ñThe greatest place on earth?!ò 
 

Nina and I eagerly await the 1
st
 Annual Camp Tecumseh Alumni and Friends Golf Outing at the Sunnybrook Golf Club on September 23rd. We will have a 

ñgoodie bagò for all participants and look forward hearing echoes from Tecumsehôs past! We hope to see many of you there to reconnect and support the Blue- 

Gray Scholarship Program that is such an important part of Tecumsehôs legacy! 
 

 

Best to all!  

Jim and Nina Talbot 
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If you would like to make a gift to the Blue-Gray Fund before we close our books on September 30
th

, send your gifts to Camp Tecumseh, c/o Jim Talbot, 1906, Johnson Rd. 

Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania 19462 ï Gifts in honor of Pancho Mazza, write ñMazza Fundò in Memo line of check. 
   

Mazza Family with 1st Pancho Mazza Award  winner, Thomas Crandall
2009 Staff Picture

See you in 2010...


