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Pancho Mazza Events                                                
Last week’s 2 Pancho Mazza events were a great success both in 
Philadelphia and New York City. Over 75 Tecumseh alums from many 
different generations came out to support the Pancho Mazza for 
Tecumseh efforts. Before a recap on both events, we must give a big 
THANK YOU to Steve Janneta, TJ Carella, Mike Jannetta, Brett 
Miller, and Peter Strid and their organizing groups for these events.  
Click Here for pictures from the NYC event 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve Gaffney and TJ Carella’s NYC recap: 
 

“On Thursday July 30, a great group of Tecumseh's finest alums came together at Sala Bowery in NYC for 
a fun evening of tapas, beers and shared memories of our late Tecumseh brother, Pancho Mazza. Mike 
Jannetta and his staff did an unbelievable job hosting the event and provided an amazing assortment of 
tapas and drinks, including phenomenal sangria. In fact, at one point, attendee Cary Goodwin wondered 
aloud if Mike Jannetta had slipped some 'bug juice' into the sangria to give it its special taste...Meanwhile, 
across the room, Kevin Dorst got the PBJ sandwich with toothpaste!   
Steve Gaffney, who did a terrific job organizing the event and generating some great buzz, took a few 
minutes to talk to the group about 1) the Pancho Mazza Fund for which we're raising money to allow a 
worthy camper to attend camp each year who might not otherwise be able to afford it and 2) the newly 
created Pancho Mazza Award which will go to a camper who has successfully overcome one or more 
significant obstacles each summer.  
One of the most memorable points of the evening was definitely when Al Piper led the entire group in a 
rousing Tecumseh Cheer in honor of the all-time great Tecumseh Warrior - PANCHO, PANCHO, PANCHO! 
A few notables: Matt Walsh looks like he's still a junior counselor (how does he have 3 kids!). Matt Crofton 

recounted the story of how he single-handidly was responsible for shutting the counselor 'shack'....after 
which all the former counselors proceeded to pummel him. The Garden City crew made a particularly 
strong showing: Sean and Cullen Miller, the Gallis, Purcell, Mcdonogh, Crofton, Dorst, Ormond, Melchs, 
O'Shea, and Walsh. Congrats to David Baruch who just recently got engaged (actually happened post-
Thursday but thought we'd lob in the congrats!). Chestnut Hill Academy was well represented with alums 
including the Goodwins, Lamby, and Josh Jennings and made a great showing. TJ Carella and Peter 
Rhoads -- whose handle bar mustache was appreciated by all -- reminisced about their days in Pancho's 
homeland - Italy. Steve Gaffney's wife, Liz, made a special guest appearance and, as the only female in 
attendance, was clearly impressed by our collective good looks, athletic builds, etc. until of course Haunss 
and Dinger proceeded to mess it all up by regaling her with some of their favorite naked bathing stories.  
Dolph, Will Rosebro, Corny Merlini and Mike Jannetta represented the older generation.  
Everyone talked about how we're all going to try to make these kinds of gatherings a more regular 
occurrence. And, as always, a good time was had by all!”  

  
Attendee List: Cary Goodwin, Al Piper, Josh Jennings, Danny Purcell, Howdie Goodwin, TJ Carella, Don Mcdonogh, 
Mike Dinger, Dave Baruch, Liz Gaffney, Steve Gaffney, Chris Haunss, Matt Walsh, Mike O'shea, Drew Melchionni, Matt 
Crofton, Kevin Dorst, Cullen Miller, Sean Miller, Steve Lamberton, Peter Rhoads, Will Rosebro, Chip Galli, Lou Galli, 
Doug Ormond, Dave Delaney, Corny Merlini, Paul Colistra, Mike Jannetta, Dolph Tokaryk 

 

Brett Miller’s Philly recap: 

 

“Last Wednesday at the Great American Pub in Conshohocken, PA a 

group of 40 plus Tecumseh Warriors alumni, families and friends got 

together for a good time and good cause. 

A wide range of era's were represented from the 70's to 2000's 

including  Corny Merlini, Bill "Chickenhead" Keffer, Erik "Striddy" 

Strid, Representative Mike Gerber, baseball gurus Ted Durkin, Alan 

Werther and Chris O'Neill from 80's, John Talbot, Jack Longstreth, 

Mike Reardon, Ira Miles, Brandon Whitaker, brothers McCloskey, K 

and Chris Doc, Beau Merlini and many more former counselors and 

campers. 

The gathering was not only a reason to tell old camp stories 

(reminiscing over a 1982 final Sunbeam) and share recent updates of 

what each of us were up to now;  But a night to raise awareness and 

money in honor of Pancho Mazza, who passed away from his long 

battle against brain cancer a year earlier.  The funds raised go 

towards the Blue-Gray Fund and scholarship for a future camper in 

Pancho's name.  Not surprising a good time was had by all.  Even a 

blue-gray cheer went back and forth across the room. 

 Special thanks to the Carella family for their support and bringing 

awareness to Panchito's Way to Pancho's friends from the states.  

Also, much thanks goes to Peter Strid, Chris Bozzi, Paul Colistra, TJ 

Carella, Steve Gaffney, Lebo, and GP Mazza for making the Philly 

Event a success! 

 

Brett Miller '82-'92 

http://www.camptecumseh.net/
http://www.kodakgallery.com/ShareLanding.action?c=c2hp3ca7.3kptt0bb&x=0&h=1&y=-cmvmhj&localeid=en_US&cm_mmc=site_email-_-site_share-_-core-_-view_photos_album
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For those who plan to make it up to Camp this weekend, here is a quick rundown of some events. 

 Saturday, 9:30am on Grant Field: Cal’s. Be sure to see Mr. Fraser for all the up-downs you can handle! 

 Saturday, 12:30pm in the Lodge: Pancho Mazza Memorial Ceremony. Many of Pancho’s friends and family, including Pancho’s mother, Niky; father, 
Mino; brothers, GP and Giuseppe; and wife, Veronica, will all be on hand. Please join us for this tribute.  

 Saturday, 8:00pm in the Opera House: The Mikado!  We will celebrate 75 years of the Operetta with this year’s production. Be sure to thank Mark Luff and 
Mark Dougherty for their years of leadership with the Operetta.  

 

**Save the Date – 1st Annual Camp Tecumseh Alumni and Friends Golf Outing** 

September 23rd @ Sunnybrook Golf Club at 1:00pm 
$175 per golfer. Covers golf, box lunch, dinner, and open bar                                                                  

Proceeds to benefit the Blue-Gray Fund 

  Registration form attached. Print off and send in today! They will also be mailed to your homes. 
If you would like to lend a hand in organizing this event – contact Paul Colistra today! 

 

                      Tecumseh Keeps the hat! 

     

        
      Tecumseh wins the 101st year of the rivalry: 12-6-2 

Blue  - Gray Fund 
If you haven’t already, be sure to make your gift to the 2008-09 Blue-Gray Fund! Despite the economy, 
we are just $25,000 short of our 2008-09 goal. We will close our fiscal year on September 30

th
. 

You can help us close the gap by sending your contributions to: 
Camp Tecumseh 
c/o Jim Talbot 
1906 Johnson Road 
Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania 19462 
Checks can be made out to “Camp Tecumseh” 
**If making a contribution to the Pancho Mazza for Tecumseh Fund – write “Mazza Fund” on the Memo line of the check**   

Alumni Notes 

Move?, New Job?, Get married?, 

New baby?, Having an event?, 

Funny story? 

 

Send me an email to get make it in the 

next issue! pcolistra@hotmail.com 

This has been a great month for Camp Tecumseh and 

our Alumni! Continue to keep the enthusiasm going 

and spread the word. I’m excited about what’s ahead.  

Update your information HERE (Please be patient) 

Next Issue: Some words from Director, Jim Talbot 
 

Paul Colistra, Director of Alumni Relations and 

Development 

http://www.lmsc.net/tecumseh_alumni_info.asp

